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less state of France could only he warded off by much
diplomacy on Catherine's part, with, as a result, many accusa-
tions against her of "duplicity." Nevertheless Catherine was
as iron on this point, and the anchor which was the sole pro-
tection of many lives from honible tortures and death was not
to be torn from its hold. Repeatedly we find men whose lives
were in danger from this cause in the adjacent countries flying
to Catherine for protection, and obtaining it. One of the most
notable of these was Carnesecchi, a Florentine who, becoming
one of the chief of the Protestant reformers in Italy, was
pronounced by the Pope a "refractory heretic." Forced to fly
for his life from Italy, he was protected by Catherine from the
wrath of the Pope; and when after a long residence in France
he ventured to return to Florence, Catherine wrote to her
kinsman, Cosimo I, urging him to protect Carnesecchi as she
had done; the disregard of which recommendation resulted in
Carnesecchi's being burnt in Rome by the Inquisition.78

The Peace of Beaulieu having once more brought a tran-
quil state of affairs, Catherine, who had inaugurated the reign
of each of her other two sons by a fete at Chenonceaux, did
the same in Henry Ill's case. That which she now held for
him was on a more splendid scale than any which had taken
place before, every effort being employed to make the occasion
as joyous as possible, and with the hope that at last the*
miseries of war were at an end. But what we chiefly hear of in
connection with the festivities are the extravagant follies of
Henry. He received the guests dressed as a woman, with
jewels in his hair, earrings in his ears, strings of pearls round
his bared neck, an embroidered collar and high ruff; his
youthful courtiers were arrayed in a similar manner, while
by his desire the ladies of the court were attired as men, but
with bare shoulders and flowing hair.

But the sunshine was only temporary, and the storm-clouds

.were soon again gathered over France. From the first the

Guises had refused to be bound by the peace made at Beau-